The ACTH activity of human peripheral blood was 
The quantitative assay of the corticotrophic activity of human peripheral blood plays an important part in the clinical investigation of cases of endocrino¬ logical disorders. Not only can it be used for the determination of the normal (»resting«) level of ACTH, but it can also be used for estimating the pituitary ACTH- Sydnor et al. 1953; Salassa 8c Albert 1954). Sayers (1955) claims that the normal level of blood ACTH is less than 0.5 mU per 100 ml of blood.
Assay of the resting level of plasma ACTH can be of importance in establishing the diagnosis of Cushing's syndrome. Davies (1964) 
METHODS AND MATERIALS
In the present report, plasma ACTH has been assayed by using a modification of Sayers' test (Sayers et al. 1948 Fig. 1 .
RESULTS
The effect of Metopiron on plasma ACTH has been studied in 4 patients (Fig. 2) Of the 7 cases of normal deliveries studied, 4 showed a significant rise in blood ACTH at the time of delivery (Fig. 3) 
